AUGOUS # 


at the 


CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 


AUGUST MEETING 


Date: Wednesday, August 15, 8:15 p.m. 
Place: Morrison Auditorium 
Subject: "THE ANCIENT WORLD: GREECE" 


This color motion picture, second of the 
Ancient World series, was written and produced 
by the same man, Mr. Ray Garner, who was 
responsible for "The Ancient World: Egypt" 
which members of the Academy will remember 
with relish. 


The film attempts to recreate the glory 
of the ancient Greek civilization of the fifth 
century before Christ and to interpret visually 
the ideas of this period as expressed in extant 
art and literature. The narration has been 
drawn entirely from translations of the works 
of the ancient Greek authors. 


The first part is devoted to a pictorial 
impression of Greek religious philosophy. This 
is followed by the story of seven of the more 
important gods, ending with Athena. The second 
part of the film describes the development of 
Greece from earliest times to the Golden Age. 


The musical score was composed by 
Menelaos Pallandios and performed by the 
Athens Symphony Orchestra. 


MORRISON PLANETARIUM 


“THE MOON: MAN'S GREAT ADVEN- 
TURE!", the Academy's summer spectacular 
astronomy show, will continue through Labor 
Day, September 3. This exciting trip to the 
Moon is an audience delight and a presentation 
not to be missed. Adults, 75¢, Juniors, 40¢. 


Pemormances: Monday... 0.6 Ske oe Closed 


Tues., Wed., Thurs., Fri. 
2:15, 3:30: & 8:30 pam: 


Saturday, Sunday 
1:00; 2:15; 3:30 & 8:30 pun, 


{ 
| 


/ 


t 


SPECIAL EXHIBITS 


EXHIBIT OF THE MONTH: "Rolling Ball 
Clock", from the collection of Mr. Bruce Kock. 
Main Foyer, Science Museum. 


"WATER LIFE DESIGN", color trans- 
parencies of invertebrate marine animals by 
Robert Ames, and water colors by Toshio 
Asaeda of the Academy staff. Lovell White Hall 
of Man. and Nature through August 31. 


"GLEN CANYON", 18 color enlargements 
by Eliot Porter. Also in Lovell White Hall 
through August. 


"SCIENCE IN ACTION" 


(Program of summer re-runs. Regular series returns to the air on 
September 10). 


Monday nights, 7:00 p.m., KRON-TV, Channel 4 


August 6: "Beekeeping", with Guest Scientist, Dr. John Eckert. 
August 13; “Microelectronics”, with Gerald Selvin. 

August 20: “The World of Sound”, with Francis Sooy, M.D. 
August 27; “Treasures of the Nile”, with Dr. John Wilson. 
September 3: "History of Medicine”, with Dr. Ilza Veith. 


NEWS and NOTES...... 


At the monthly meeting held July 16, the 
Nominating Committee of the Board of Trustees- 
of the Academy presented the following roster 
of nominees to serve on the Board for the next 
five years: Mr. James B. Black, Jr., Dr. Ralph 
Emerson, Mr. Marco F. Hellman, Mr. Barrett 
G. Hindes and Mr. Francis C. Hutchens. 

These nominations will be acted upon at 
the 1962 Annual Meeting of the Academy sched- 
uled for Wednesday evening, October 3. 


The Society of Sigma XI and its asso- 
ciated organization, the Scientific Research 
Society of America, has announced an award of 
$200 to Dr. Benjamin H. Banta, Research Biolo- 
gist in the Academy's Department of Herpetology, 
to assist in his study of the Great Basin rep- 
tiles in the collections of Brigham Young Uni- 
versity and the University of Utah. 

Dr. Banta received his Bachelor of Science 
degree at the University of Nevada and his Ph.D. 
at Stanford University. 


Bither en route or re- 
turning from the XIlIIth International Ornitholog- 
ical Congress held in Ithaca, New York, many 
distinguished ornithologists from around the 
world visited the Department of Birds and Mam- 
mals at the Academy to confer with its Curator, 
Dr. Robert T. Orr: From Tokyo were the 
Prince and Princess Yoshimaro Yamashina, the 
Prince being one of Japan's leading aviculturists; 
from Germany were Dr. and Mrs. Friedrich- 
Wilhelm Merkel of the University of Frankfurt 
(Dr. Merkel is a leading researcher in bird 
orientation); and from Wellington, New Zealand, 
Dr. and Mrs. R. A. Falla. Dr. Falla is Direc- 
tor of the Dominion Museum. 


Glenn Burghardt 
of Oakland, California has joined the staff of 
the Academy as Aquatic Biologist for Steinhart 
Aquarium. Mr. Burghardt is a specialist in 
tropical fresh-water fishes and has been placed 
in charge of that section of the Aquarium. 


A fascinating addition has been made to 
the permanent exhibits in Simson African Hall. 
Based on a gift of African bird specimens pre- 
sented to the Academy by Academy Trustee 
Brooks Walker and his sister, Mrs. Wellington 
S. Henderson, the new exhibit is comprised of 
four components. 

One part is devoted to several types of 
African plantain-eaters or turacos, representa- 
tive of a group of birds unique in that they 
possess copper pigments in their feathers. Two 
of the components are given over to examples 
of convergent evolution: one, to the African 
yellow-throated longclaw belonging to the pipit 
family, which is superficially identical to our 
meadow lark, a strictly New World bird of the 
troupial family; and a second to the African 
black-headed oriole (family Oriolidae) which 
underwent parallel evolution with the New World 
bird of the identical common name, but also a 
troupial. 

The final section of the new exhibit con- 
tains African love birds, the subject of many 
current behavioral studies. 


Dx. C. Don MacNeill of the Department 
of Entomology joined forces with Dr. J. A. Powell 
of the California Insect Survey for a five-day 
collecting trip to Monitor Pass east of Ebbett's 
Pass, California. Dr. MacNeill was able to ob- 
tain specimens of hesperiid butterflies (skippers) 
in their early stages. 


Obviously, it does pay to 
advertise. In the May NEWSLETTER a request 
was made for letters or material by Dr. Gus- 
tave Eisen, a figure prominent in the history of 
the Academy. As a result of that -appeal, Dr. 
Peder Sather Brugiere of San Francisco, an 
early associate of Dr. Eisen, presented the 
Mailliard Library with an invaluable collection 
of some 3,000 photographic negatives exposed 
by Dr. Eisen during his European travels in 
1904 and 1906. 

Dr. Eisen's trips were subsidized by Dr. 
H. L. Tevis, a California philanthropist, who 
was interested in establishing an aquarium in 
the Bay Area, possibly at a site on the outlet of 
Lake Merced. Dr. Eisen's objective was to col- 
lect all available data on continental aquariums. 
This task he accomplished thoroughly. The aqua- 
rium pictures are actually a small part of Dr. 
Brugiere's gift since Dr. Eisen'’s camera re- 
corded a host of famous European landmarks. 
The negatives offer a fascinating insight into 
the tastes and talent of a great scientist of many 
diversified interests. 

The original requests are repeated (and 
we sincerely hope they will bear fruit): Any 


material available to or owned by readers of 


the NEWSLETTER concerning Alice Eastwood or 
Dr. Eisen would be most gratefully accepted by 
the Academy. Inquiries should be directed to 
Miss Veronica J. Sexton, Academy Librarian. 


A series of land snails (Bulimulus) from 
Baja California have been presented to the 
Academy by Dr. Ira L. Wiggins of the Stanford 
Museum of Natural History, a Trustee of the 
Academy. This series forms a valuable addition 
and fills in certain of the areas not previously 
represented in the Academy collections. Dr. 
Wiggins also made a gift of 28 lots of Pliocene 
and Pleistocene fossils taken from Lower 
California. 


One small tenant, gray-black, fuzzy- 
with-feathers, only 16 days old, but very, very 
important to its hosts, took up residence at the 
Academy on June 28th and as a result has placed 
the Department of Birds and Mammals into a 
minor frenzy of one-man bird watching, insect 
collecting and feeding schedules. This important 
visitor is a white-naped swift, a species re- 
stricted to central Mexico, and the first young 
example ever made available to scientists for 
study and observation. When mature, this spe- 
cies is the largest of the swift family. 


(Continued on reverse) 


Q « 
Though his many activities at State and 
at the Academy claim most of his waking 
hours, he still finds time to pursue a very 
favorite hobby: Civil War History. He is an 
avid “armchair general" and has a fond wish 
to travel the Civil War battlefields before the 
end of the centennial in 1965. "I've another 
dream," he commented. “Someday I'd like to 
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MAURICE R. AMSDEN, Acting Manager of 
Morrison Planetarium, is a Professor of 
Chemistry and Associate Chairman, Division 
of Science, Mathematics and Engineering at 
San Francisco State College, an -institution 
with which he has been associated since 1931, 
He was born in Santa Cruz and received his 
elementary education in the San Jose schools, 
He obtained his A.B, and M.A, degrees in Bio- 
chemistry at Stanford University, and did grad- 
uate study in Chemistry and Education at both 
Stanford and at the University of California at 
Berkeley. 


His interest in things astronomical 
occurred during his early years at S.F. State 
and as the years have passed, that preoccupa- 
tion has become a major one. The three 
courses in "Celestial Navigation" he has given 
have been among the most successful pro- 

grams of study ever presented at the Academy, 
having attracted interested seagoers from all 
around northern California. He has been a 
regular lecturer at Morrison since 1958. 


During World War II, "Maury" was a 
Lieutenant, J.G., in the United States Navy, 
his service, for the most part, being as in- 
structor in Air Navigation for naval cadets. 
He was a navigator for a short period of his 
tour of duty and was discharged in 1946. He 
has continued his naval career since then and 
is presently on the staff of the Naval Reserve 
Officers School at Treasure Island as an in- 
structor, with the rank of Commander, 


give a course in the history of the Civil War 
from the geological point of view. Someday 
someone may let me do it!" 


Mr, Amsden enjoys a San Francisco 
life with his wife Regina. Favorite relaxa- 
tions are auto trips and football. "But only 
as a spectator”, he added, 


NEWS and NOTES (Cont’d.)......... 


J. Stuart Rowley, a member of the Acad- 
emy who is currently collecting in Mexico, dis- 
covered a nest of these unusual birds, and on 
June 27 telephoned Academy Curator Dr. Robert 
T. Orr that he had obtained a fledgling and 
would ship it by air from Mexico to San Fran- 
cisco the following day. The "flight" was cleared 
by Ansel Robison, another good friend of the 
Academy, and the little bird came through cus- 
toms by midnight of the 28th. 

"Junior", as he has become known, is a 
voracious eater who must be fed every hour on 
the hour. He is observed daily, photographed on 
alternate days, and on occasion has his bird 
sounds and songs recorded. And his appetite 
goes on and on. Dr. Orr agrees that there is a 
rough schedule ahead! 


MISCELLANEA: 


By action of the Science Council, Dr. Carl 
L. Hubbs was appointed Research Associate in 
Ichthyology...... a giant clam shell (Tridacna 
gigas) and a dinosaur track have been added to 
the Geology Exhibit in the Hall of Science...... 
W. 1. Follett, Curator of the Department of Ich- 
thyology, was recently elected to membership in 
the University of California Chapter of the So- 
ciety “of Stigma XP... Dr. J. C. Dickinson, 
Director of the Florida State Museum at Gaines- 
ville, with Mrs. Dickinson, were recent visitors 
to the Academy. 


REGULAR MEMBERSHIP 


Dr. Abraham Kaufman 
Mr. Paul Blanc Dr. W. Harvey Moore 
Mr. David F. Houston Miss Linda Nygren 
Mrs. Evelyn A. Isaacs Mr. Donn Shannon 
Mr. Walter J. Sundberg 


Mr. John R. Arnold 


FAMILY MEMBERSHIP 


Mr. Arthur V. Allison 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Cooney 
Mr. W. H. Crawford Mr. & Mrs. Harold Skootsky 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald C. A. Forth Mr. Loy Weise 

Dr. Barbara E. Williams 


Dr. Raymond Lee 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Murphy 


STUDENT MEMBERSHIP 


Arkadi Koltchak 
Joan Plastiras 
Russell Smith 


Nicholas Boyd 
Michael Esthpinian 
Dennis Gaughran 


THE CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 
GOLDEN GATE PARK 
SAN FRANCISCO 18 


Open every day of the year 


10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Admission Free 


August, 1962 


Published Monthly by 
GOLDEN GATE PARK 
SAN FRANCISCO 18 


NEWSLETTER 


Academy 


THE CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 


No. 272 


